ORIGINAL

Medicine

TRANSLATION

Patients with cancer are routinely treated with chemotherapy.
Although chemotherapy may be useful in treating cancer,

a side effect can be a decrease in thenumber of red blood
cells (RBCs) in the blood. RBCsare cells in your blood, which
carry oxygen to different parts of the body. The decrease in
the number of RBCs in your body is called anemia. Anemia
may cause symptoms such as tiredness, shortness of breath,
pale skin, and heart pounding. The current treatment for
anemia is transfusions of RBCs or treatment with a drug
called epoetin alfa. Epoetin alfa is an approved drug
designed to work like the natural protein in your body and
has the ability to stimulate RBC production. EBSCs is a drug
that has the ability to stimulate RBC production like epoetin
alfa. In addition, it stays in your body longer than epoetin alfa

and therefore, may allow fewer injections.

This study will help to determine if giving EBSCs between
chemotherapy cycles improves your anemia better than
giving the EBSCs at the start of chemotherapy cycles. This
study will also gather more information about the safety, and

side effects of EBSCs and how well people tolerate it.

PROCEDURES

If you wish to participate in this study you will be asked to
have a physical examination and one or two samples of
blood (approximately 2 teaspoons collected) to test for your
anemia, liver function, and kidney function (and to determine
if you are eligible). If you are a woman who has not reached
menopause, this blood sample will also be used for a
pregnancy test. If your pregnancy test is positive, you will not
be allowed to participate in this study. If you become
pregnant while on this study, you must notify your doctor

immediately.
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